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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly disrupted global economic systems and societal norms,
exposing vulnerabilities that impede progress toward sustainable development goals. The crisis
has revealed substantial gaps in how societies communicate and manage economic policies,
especially in linguistically diverse communities. Misinformation and inadequate communication
strategies have led to widespread confusion and non-compliance with health measures,
exacerbating the pandemic's negative effects. Economically, the pandemic has resulted in severe
job losses, reduced income, and increased poverty, undermining efforts to achieve sustainable
development. This study investigates the intersection of economic impacts and sociolinguistic
responses to the pandemic, highlighting how communication strategies and economic policies
have influenced public behaviour and policy efficacy. The paper employs situational analysis to
examine data from various economic sectors and linguistic communities, revealing that ineffective
communication, especially among diverse linguistic groups, has exacerbated misinformation and
hindered compliance with health measures. Economically, the pandemic has led to widespread
job losses, reduced income, and increased poverty, undermining efforts to achieve sustainable
development. The findings indicate that the negative sociolinguistic effects, coupled with the
adverse economic impacts, present significant barriers to achieving sustainable development
goals. The study recommended that developing inclusive communication strategies that cater to
linguistic diversity and implementing economic policies that prioritize equity and sustainability to
build resilience will ensure progress towards sustainable development in future crises.

Keywords: global health, sociolinguistics, economic policies, sustainable development goals,
COVID-19
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1. Introduction

The novel coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic has triggered unprecedented
shocks to both aggregate demand and supply
globally, disrupting economic activities for
households and societies and overwhelming
public healthcare systems, even in developed
nations, within a remarkably short period
(Arthi & Parman, 2021; McNeely, 2021). It
has challenged fundamental economic
constants previously considered unassailable
by both theory and practice (Mellish et al,
2020). Concurrently, the pandemic has
sparked an extraordinary flow of global
discourse in various languages, prompting
the World Health Organization (WHO) to
declare an "infodemic"—an overabundance
of information, much of it false (Stojanovska-
Stefanova & Tasev, 2020; Piller et al, 2020;
Asif et al, 2021). Consequently, language has
become as crucial as health and economic
factors in shaping decisions and projections
regarding the pandemic's impact on the
pursuit of global Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by 2030 (Gombos, et al, 2021;

Wang, 2019).

The COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly
impacted global health, economies, and

societies, posing unprecedented challenges

for sustainable development. Affecting over
200 countries, it has strained health systems,
disrupted economies, and altered daily life
worldwide. The crisis has highlighted
existing vulnerabilities and inequalities,
especially in developing countries with
weaker health infrastructure and economic
resilience. As nations contend with the
immediate effects of the pandemic, it has
become clear that long-term strategies must
address both the health crisis and the broader
socio-economic disruptions that threaten
progress toward Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). Estimates from the World
Health Organization (WHO) indicate that the
total death toll directly or indirectly linked to
the COVID-19 pandemic, termed as "excess
mortality,” was approximately 14.9 million
(with a range of 13.3 million to 16.6 million)
between January 1, 2020, and December 31,
2021. These figures highlight the profound
impact of the pandemic and emphasize the
urgent necessity for all nations to prioritize
investments in robust health systems capable
of maintaining essential services during
crises. This includes reinforcing health
information systems and building resilience
to future health emergencies (Palagyi et al,
2019).
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Economically, the pandemic has wrought

significant  disruptions across  sectors,
precipitating widespread job losses, business
closures, and a sharp decline in economic
activity. According to the International
Labour Organization (ILO), global working
hours plummeted by 8.8% in 2020,
equivalent to 255 million full-time jobs lost.
This downturn has exacerbated poverty and
inequality, disproportionately  impacting
vulnerable groups such as women, children,
and the elderly. It has strained government
resources, limiting their capacity to provide
essential social safety nets and invest in
critical sectors like healthcare, education, and
infrastructure. These economic challenges
underscore the urgent need for policies that
not only facilitate immediate recovery but
sustainable

also foster long-term

development.

The COVID-19 pandemic has stresses

significant ~ communication  challenges,
particularly in multilingual societies, where
effective dissemination of public health
information is crucial for adherence to health
protocols. In many regions, language barriers
have exacerbated misinformation, confusion,
and non-compliance with health guidelines,
particularly in linguistically diverse areas

where health messages fail to reach all

segments of the population. This
communication gap has contributed to the
virus's spread and impeded pandemic

management efforts. Addressing these
linguistic barriers is essential for improving
public health responses and ensuring all
communities are well-informed and engaged
in mitigation efforts. Sociolinguistics, the
study of how language functions in everyday
life, highlights the importance of language in
societal norms, variations, social meanings,
policies, and education (Wardhaugh &
Fuller, 2015; Eckert & McConnell-Ginet,
2012). Language involves all forms of
communication—spoken, written, signed,
tactile, and non-verbal—and plays a crucial
role in societal functions. For instance, in
Wuhan, China, where COVID-19 first
emerged in 2019, both language and medical
personnel were vital in curbing fatalities.
Similar linguistic challenges have been noted
in other countries battling the pandemic (Asif

et al, 2021).

While existing research has primarily
focused on health and economic aspects of
the pandemic, it often overlooks the critical
role of linguistic factors (Barua, 2021; Sharifi
& Khavarian-Garmsir, 2020; Susskind &
Vines, 2020; Bai et al, 2021). This paper is
justified in that it adopts an interdisciplinary
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approach to examine both the economic and
sociolinguistic trends in how regions and
countries are addressing the COVID-19
pandemic and its potential effects on
sustainable development. This paper fills this
gap by exploring the economic and
sociolinguistic responses to the pandemic and
their
interconnected SDGs: No Poverty (SDG 1),
Zero Hunger (SDG 2), Good Health and
Well-being (SDG 3), Quality Education
(SDG 4), Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG
6), and Reduced Inequality (SDG 10).

Through historical and situational analyses, it

implications for achieving six

provide a comprehensive assessment of the
2.
2.1 Reported Cases as of 27th April 2020

1400000

1215105
1200000
1000000

800000

600000
478667

33164 I
(|

Africa Asia

Total Coronavirus Cases

400000

200000

0
America

1246947

Europe

pandemic's impact on  sustainable

development.

The rest of this paper is structured as follows:
Section 2 provides a graphical overview of
the situation analysis of confirmed COVID-
19 cases and deaths across continents;
3 the

implications of the pandemic; Section 4

Section discusses economic
examines its sociolinguistic implications;
Section 5 explores the impact of the
pandemic on the attainment of sustainable
development; and Section 6 concludes the
study, offering useful policy implications and

recommendations.

Reported Confirmed COVID-19 Cases and Deaths

Oceania Others

Fig. 1. Confirmed reported cases as at 27th April 2020
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Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

Figure 1 illustrates that the European
continent has experienced the highest number
of COVID-19 cases globally, followed by
America, Asia, Africa, Oceania, and other
regions. The spread of COVID-19 was
facilitated by European travel, as many

member countries delayed closing their air

2.4 Reported Death Cases
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links (The Intercept, April 2, 2020, 10:00am).
However, the onset and severity of outbreaks
varied across continents and within countries.
The higher incidence in Europe, America,
and Asia can be attributed to extensive
tourism and robust trade activities compared

to regions such as Africa and Oceania.

110 7
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Oceania Others

Source: Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

Figure 2 shows that Europe experienced the
highest number of deaths globally, with other
regions registering comparatively lower
death rates. The significant impact in Europe
can be attributed to widespread community

transmission within the region. Seven out of

the top ten most affected countries worldwide
are located in Europe, including Spain, Italy,
Germany, France, the United Kingdom, and
Switzerland, among others (World Health
Organization, WHQ). This pattern stresses
the severity of COVID-19 in Europe,
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influenced by factors such as population

density, healthcare infrastructure, and

international travel patterns, which have
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Figure 3: Top 5 affected countries in Africa as at 28th April 2020

Source: Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

Figure 3 indicates that South Africa reported
the highest number of confirmed COVID-19
cases among the top 5 affected countries in
Africa, while Cameroon recorded the lowest.
However, Algeria reported the highest
number of deaths. Cameroon has the lowest
figures for both confirmed cases and deaths.
The outbreak in Egypt's southern city of
Luxor, a popular tourist destination, was

believed to have originated from time spent

on Nile cruises. This geographical variation
in COVID-19 impact within Africa reflects
differing healthcare capacities, population
densities, and adherence to public health
measures, which have economic
implications. Countries with higher case
numbers and mortality rates may face greater
challenges in healthcare provision and
economic recovery, particularly in sectors

reliant on tourism and international travel.
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Figure 4: Top 5 affected countries in Asia as of 28th April 2020

Source: Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

Among the five affected countries in Asia,
Turkey reported the highest number of
confirmed coronavirus cases, while Iran has
recorded the highest number of deaths.
Despite Saudi Arabia having a high number
of confirmed cases, its reported deaths are
lower compared to countries like Turkey,
Iran, China, India, and even Indonesia. This
variation can be attributed to factors such as
healthcare

infrastructure, population

demographics, and the effectiveness of

health
Economically, countries with higher case

public measures  implemented.
numbers may experience greater strain on

healthcare ~ systems and  workforce
productivity, impacting economic output and
recovery efforts. The differences in mortality
rates also highlight varying healthcare
capabilities and responses to the pandemic,
influencing economic stability and recovery

trajectories across these nations.
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Figure 5. Top 5 countries with confirmed cases and deaths in America

The chart above shows that the United States
of America (USA) recorded the highest
number of coronavirus cases, accounting for
approximately 85.6%, followed by Brazil
with 5.8%. In terms of deaths, the USA also
reported the highest number, comprising
about 80.1% of the total reported deaths
among the top 5 most affected countries in
the American region due to the novel
coronavirus pandemic. These figures reflect
the severe impact of COVID-19 on the USA's

healthcare system, economy, and society.

Economically, high case and death rates in
the USA suggest significant strains on
healthcare resources, productivity losses due
to illness and containment measures, and
potential long-term economic repercussions,
such as reduced consumer spending and
investment confidence. The economic
implications are compounded by the USA's
role as a global economic powerhouse,
influencing global markets and trade

dynamics amidst the pandemic.

ACU Journal of Social Sciences Vol. 1, No 1. 2022. n



250000

[72]

e

ks 209465 199414

g 200000

@ 157149 156337

©

o 150000 128339

>

=

=

& 100000

e

(@}

© 50000 ho3

g 7207

= 0 <=
Spain Italy United Germany France Belgium

Kingdom

B Confirmed cases M Deaths

Figure 6: Top 5 countries in Europe as at 27th April 2020

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

Among the top 5 countries in Europe, Spain
reported the highest number of coronavirus
cases, followed by Italy and the United
Kingdom, accounting for 24.6%, 23.4%, and
18.5% respectively. Italy also reported the
highest death rate as of April 27th, 2020. This
distribution of cases and deaths highlights the
varying impacts of the coronavirus pandemic

across different European nations, influenced

by factors such as population density,
healthcare infrastructure, and public health
response strategies. Economically, countries
with higher case and mortality rates may face
greater challenges in healthcare provision,
economic stability, and recovery, affecting
sectors  like  tourism, retail, and

manufacturing.
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Figure 7: Regional confirmed reported cases as of April 27th 2020

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

Figure 7 illustrates global deaths attributed to

The

coronavirus pandemic.

the novel
European region reported the highest number
of deaths, followed by the Americas. In
contrast, the African continent and the
Southeast Asia region reported the lowest
deaths. Despite initially lower numbers in
Africa, the trend over recent months and days
has shown an upward trajectory in both
newly reported cases and deaths. This pattern
underscores the evolving nature of the

pandemic across different regions, influenced

by factors such as healthcare infrastructure,
population demographics, and public health
responses. Economically, regions with higher
mortality rates may face greater challenges in
healthcare provision and economic recovery,
impacting sectors like tourism, trade, and
healthcare investments. Addressing these
disparities requires coordinated global efforts
to mitigate health impacts and promote
sustainable development goals across all

affected regions.
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Figure 8: Total coronavirus death reported by region

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

As depicted in Figure 8, the European region
has recorded the highest number of deaths
from COVID-19, followed by the region of
the Americas, while Africa has reported the
lowest deaths thus far. Initially, at the onset
of the pandemic, the African region had the
highest death toll, until April 5th, when the
Eastern Mediterranean Region surpassed
Africa in reported death cases. Additionally,
the Western Pacific Region saw a significant
increase in death cases around March 29,

2020, after which the reported death cases

continued to rise sharply. These trends
illustrate the dynamic and evolving nature of
the COVID-19 pandemic across different
global regions, reflecting varying impacts
influenced by healthcare capacity, public
health

demographics.

measures, and population

Economically,  regions
experiencing higher death rates may face

prolonged challenges in  healthcare

economic

and recovery,

management
affecting sectors such as tourism, trade, and

healthcare infrastructure.
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The global reported cases from coronavirus
was rising gradually since January 2020 to
almost end of February. Afterwards, it started
to increase at a faster and spiked up as at
April 27,2020. The upward spike of the curve
has shown clearly that the global cases is

risen and far from flattering despite the

different measures put in place by both the
developed and developing countries to curb
the spread of the virus. This upward trend has
a great implication on the sustainable
development goal especially the aspect of
health.
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Figure 9: Total global reported deaths cases as at 27th April 2020

Source: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (2020)

The global reported death toll steadily
increased from January 21st to March 17th,
with a more pronounced rise observed from
late March to April 21st. Since the onset of
the pandemic, the death rate has continued to
show an upward trajectory, highlighting the
persistent impact of the virus worldwide.
This trend underscores the ongoing challenge
of mitigating and managing the consequences
of COVID-19 across countries and regions.
Economically, the sustained rise in deaths
poses significant challenges for healthcare
systems and recovery efforts, necessitating
continued vigilance and coordinated
responses to address both immediate and
long-term impacts on public health and

global socio-economic stability.

3. Economic Implication of the Novel

Coronavirus Pandemic

The COVID-19 pandemic has profoundly
reshaped global economic landscapes,
triggering dual shocks across supply and
demand channels. On one hand, disruptions
to labor markets, supply chains, and
productivity have fueled inflationary
pressures akin to those seen during
significant economic shocks (Mamgain,
2021; Li et al, 2021). These disruptions,
compounded by restrictions on movement
and business closures, have stifled economic
activity, leading to widespread
unemployment and recessions in many
regions. The pandemic's impact on global

stock markets has been severe, with major
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indices plummeting in response to
heightened economic uncertainty. Markets in
the United States, Europe, Asia, and beyond
have recorded substantial losses, reflecting
investor fears over prolonged economic
downturns and the efficacy of recovery
measures. African economies have also felt
the strain, as foreign investors remain
cautious amidst volatile commodity prices

and exchange rate risks.

The economic fallout extends beyond
financial markets and employment, affecting
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows and
fixed-income markets globally (Fang et al,
2021; Doytch, et al, 2021; Porwal.
Multinational enterprises are scaling back
investments, particularly in developing
countries, where FDI plays a crucial role in
sustainable development initiatives. Central
banks are responding by adjusting interest
rates to stabilize foreign exchange markets,
influencing bond yields and borrowing costs.
This economic turbulence underscores the
urgent need for coordinated policy responses
to mitigate immediate impacts and pave the
way for long-term recovery. As nations
navigate these challenges, strategies that
prioritize economic resilience, sustainable
development goals, and inclusive growth will
be crucial in shaping post-pandemic

economic landscapes worldwide.

4. Sociolinguistic Implication of the Novel

Coronavirus Pandemic

This section discusses the sociolinguistic
trends in the responses of China, and the USA
to the raging COVID-19 pandemic. The two
purposively selected countries are separate
geographical regions, with different language
structures; both countries are among the top
five in their respective regions with the
highest number of COVID-19 cases and
deaths and presented in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7.
Using the history of the economy-induced,
radical sociolinguistic changes caused by the
Black Death pandemic in 14" century
England, and a situation analysis of current
sweeping responses of China and USA to the
COVID-19 pandemic, we argue in Section 5,
that the on-going sociolinguistic changes
have implications for the successful
execution of the SDGs by 2030.

4.1 Black Death Pandemic on 14t Century
England

Before the advent of the Black Death in
England, the labourers who worked on the
vast lands of wealthy landlords did so in
exchange for free accommodation, and small
portions of land to cultivate for their domestic
needs — a chunk of the harvest from these
domestic farming proceeds however, also

went to the landlord as part of the tenancy
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conditions. There was no exchange of money
for service rendered by the tenant; therefore,
the rich became increasingly so, and the poor
remained doomed to their financial poverty —
until the pandemic intervened (England was
already contending with prior salient events
such as England’s 100 years’ war with
France, and a drawn out severe climatic

drought just before the pestilence arrived.).

The mass death of half of England’s labour
force (comprising farmhands, artisans and
craftsmen) caused by the pestilence, resulted
in acute scarcity of farm hands, which
kindled the economic law of demand and
supply whereby the higher the demand
compared to the supply, the more expensive
becomes the value of the available supply of
product or service. Landowners were in dire
need of farmhands, so, they offered hard
currency, plus free accommodation to attract
peasants; they also had to pay more for the
services of the few surviving craftsmen and
artisans.  The  hitherto  impoverished
labourers, on the other hand, became lucidly
aware of their novel worth, and began to
negotiate for wages and conditions equal to
the value of their labour. Simultaneously,
because trade was low, and to reduce the
prohibitive cost of maintaining their vast
fields, the landlords began to sell off their

land to the new wage earning commoners,

who in turn, continually acquired more
landed property with their earned high wages
(Singh 2005; Baugh and Cable 2013). The
labourers, now turned land owners, applied
their agricultural expertise gained during the
years they worked in the fields as serfs, to the
cultivation of their own land for maximal
yields, resulting in profitable market sales.
Thus, feudalism ended; ‘ Agrarian capitalism’
began (Mcbride 2020) and heralded the
upward socioeconomic mobility of plebs to a
new middle-class generation in England after
the Black Death. Mcbride expatiates further
that, “The shortage of skilled tradesmen even
created new opportunities for urban women:
the widows of merchants and craftsmen were
husband’s

businesses, and the number of female

encouraged to run their

apprentices in London increased significantly
at this time.

4.1.2 Pre-pandemic Multilingualism in

14% Century England

In what is known in the history of English as
the Middle English Period, from 1066 to
1500, England was a clearly defined, class-
based multilingual society (Preece, 2019;
Singh 2005).
William, the Duke of Normandy, a city in

Having been conquered by

France, England came under the rule of the
French for over 200 years resulting in the

French, Latin, and English languages co-
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existing in hierarchical order. French was the
language of the palace and power, prestige
code of the upper class and co-official
language with Latin for educational,
administrative, and church purposes, while
English was a vernacular, spoken by peasants
and the uneducated; speaking English in
school was anathema. The French bourgeoise
rarely understood English, the illiterate
English proletariats spoke no French, and the
scribes and clergy were trilingual, being able
to speak all three languages proficiently
(Rothwell 1994). After the Black Death
pandemic ended, a massive language shift
began with consequent effects on England’s
language policy, education curriculum and
policy, women’s rights to equality, as well as

religious beliefs and practice, among others.

4.1.3 Pandemic-induced Policy and
Ideological Changes in 14%" Century
England

The pandemic contributed to a role reversal
in the status of English and other languages,
thus changing England’s language policy.
Firstly, the improved financial status of
England’s labour-force enabled their children
to get formal school education;
unfortunately, French was the medium of
instruction, thus causing a communication
barrier for the English-only speaking children

of former peasants. The transformation of

lower-class widows into entrepreneurs, as
highlighted by Mcbride above, not only
created avenue for gender equality, their
financial status equipped them to dictate the
language of school should be the language of
home. Meanwhile, a large number of
trilingual French-, Latin-, and English-
speaking tutors and teaching clergy who had
mostly lived in overcrowded monasteries
were either killed or forced to flee by the
pandemic; English by default, therefore,
became the language of education. The
reduced number of French/Latin clergy and
upper-class laity changed the language of the
church to English, the language of the

influential new middle class.

Furthermore, empowered by their economic

standing, the commoners became an
authoritative voice in society, but the ‘voice’
spoke only English; consequently their
language gradually became acceptable for
official purposes eventually taking over the
status of French and Latin. Over time,
following wars with France, an overt hostility
to French as the enemy language developed
in England after the Black Death. Finally,
having witnessed both the way that clergy
men died, and the helplessness of the Church
to cure or explain the Black Death, the
education ideology in England changed from

theology to science, which had offered both
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explanations and practical solutions to the
pandemic (Mcbride 2020).

4.3 Sociolinguistic Responses to COVID-
19

With the historical information in Section 4.2
as a guide, this section presents the
sociolinguistic trends in China and USA’s
COVID-19, and their

implications on the sustainable development

responses to

goals.

4.3.1 Sociolinguistic Response of China to
COVID-19

Part of the major actions that China took to
manage the coronavirus “epidemic” at the
time, was to enforce a complete lockdown of
Wuhan, thereby stopping every form of
education,

social life of the people:

recreation, religious worship, cultural
activities, interstate travels and so on, all of
which, just like the Black Death pandemic,
had a direct effect on China’s economy as
highlighted. The dialects of Hubei, otherwise
regarded as vernacular beside Putonghua,
gained national focus — almost like the case
of English versus French and Latin due to the
Black Death pandemic. The education
ideology is also changing; with schools shut
down, online learning is the only option, an

entirely novel system that teachers, parents

and pupils are struggling to grasp. Those
living in rural areas have little or no internet
access, while low income earners in urban
areas cannot afford the devices for their
children to access online education. Long
accustomed to face-to-face  teaching
methods, decisions on what and how to teach
or learn in a virtual learning environment are
a cognitive challenge for both teachers and
learners. According to a report in the New
York Times, China’s official mantra about the
education situation is: “stop classes but don’t
stop learning” (New York Times 2020). All
these actions are social responses in China to

the coronavirus pandemic.

To appreciate the linguistic aspects of
China’s response to COVID-19 and the
future effect on SDGs first requires an
understanding of its pre-COVID-19 language
policy. China is a multilingual nation, but
began to promote the use of a single language
as a unifying emblem in 1949 when the
Republic was established; thus, Putonghua, a
standard variety of Mandarin Chinese is
China’s official language. According to
Holmes (2013:121), “the government’s
unwavering attitude and deliberate efforts to
promote its use in a wide variety of contexts
have led to its gaining wide acceptance
among the 1300 million or so Chinese who

make up the Republic.” Chinese from other
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ethnic groups who do not speak Mandarin, as
well as speakers of the non-Standard variety
of Mandarin, who happen to be in the
majority, all have to learn Putonghua as a
second code (Jia 2020). China has a bilingual
education policy but cultural capital
(Sogunro, 2016; Bourdieu 1986) rests more
in proficiency in Putonghua, the language of
power; a fact that the government strongly
affirms in campaigns about ‘“Promoting
Putonghua to Eradicate Poverty” (Jia 2020: n.
p). The philosophy, however, altered with the

onslaught of the coronavirus.

As soon as COVID-19 began in Wuhan, the
capital city of Hubei, China, the Chinese
government sent over 60, 0000 medical
doctors and assistants there from all over the
country to help to deal with the emergency.
Language problems severely hindered
medical intervention, as the infected locals
spoke nine different dialects of Hubei
Mandarin, none of which the drafted health
workers from 29 outside provinces spoke (Jia
2020). Government therefore organized a
team of language workers to solve the
linguistic emergency. Yuming (2020), a
professor of linguistics and member of the
language team sent to work along with the
medical staff reports that within 48 hours of

the medical team’s arrival in Wuhan, the

language team produced three separate

linguistic resources — The Guidebook of
Wuhan Dialects for Medical Assistance
Teams; Audio Materials of Wuhan Dialect
for Medical Assistance Teams and The
Handbook of Doctor-Patient Communication
— to assist medical workers in treating the
coronavirus victims. The Ministry of
Education published other material in the
Hubei dialects (not Putonghua) and created
telephone hotlines and internet services for
the citizens to get COVID-19 health

information in their own various languages.

Today, good health and well-being have
become the new wealth in China, while
coronavirus is the new poverty. The
emergency language ideology for now seems
to be that if Putonghua is not meeting the
basic health communication needs of any
segment of the population due to their lack of
proficiency in it, then it is not presently useful
for eradicating the poverty of coronavirus.
Therefore, any language including non-
Standard Chinese, that will help to solve the
problem is what the government will
promote; hence the rapid response to
translating audio, video, and print resources
in other languages of China and beyond.
Furthermore, the government has developed
“Plain Chinese”; the latter is one of available
foreign language translations of COVID-19
health-related information in the U.S.A.
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Yuming (2020) reveals additionally that
China has published and is circulating a text
titled, A Guide to the Prevention and Control
of COVID-19
Languages.” As at March 9, 2020, when the

Epidemic in  Foreign
newspaper published Yuming’s story, the
Guide had been printed in 20 languages
including Japanese, Korean, German, Italian,
Arabic, English and Russian, accompanied
with multimedia and software systems. Thus,
China is proving it necessary to disseminate
its worldview on health-related matters not in
Chinese or in English, the popularly regarded
global language, but directly “from source,”
in each country/language group’s own

tongue.

China’s experience with the integral role of
language in the success of both the treatment
of patients, and handling the spread of the
coronavirus disease, has led to the
recommendation for a new specialised field
of linguistics called “Emergency Linguistics”

(Yuming 2020).

4.3.2 Sociolinguistic Response of USA to
COVID-19

In the United States, the response to the
COVID-19 pandemic has been marked by
significant socio-linguistic challenges and
disparities.

Initially, the government

implemented travel bans and localized
lockdowns to contain the spread, impacting
both the economy and social dynamics.
These measures highlighted distinctions in
essential non-essential

VErsus services,

predominantly affecting low-income
workers, many of whom are immigrants and
people of color. This demographic, essential
for maintaining critical services, also faced
the highest risks and mortality rates, echoing
historical pandemics like the Black Death.
The pandemic underscored deficiencies in
the USA's unofficial linguistic assimilation
policy, which favors English as the dominant
language despite its multicultural fabric. This
ideology posed barriers in disseminating vital
COVID-19 information effectively across
diverse linguistic communities, jeopardizing

public health efforts nationwide.

The inadequacies of linguistic assimilation
became glaring as COVID-19 spread,
revealing gaps in multilingual
communication strategies needed to reach
vulnerable populations effectively. While
some states like lowa and Arkansas
mobilized NGOs to address these needs with
multilingual ~ hotlines and  translated
materials, the overall response has been
decentralized and uneven. With an estimated
25 million Americans having limited English

proficiency, efforts by non-governmental
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organizations have filled critical gaps in
translation services, particularly in healthcare
settings. However, the lack of a
comprehensive federal approach has left
many communities, especially those with
lower socio-economic status and limited
English  proficiency, disproportionately
affected by the pandemic's health and

economic impacts

5. Coronavirus Pandemic and 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly
disrupted global progress towards achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),
highlighting and exacerbating existing
vulnerabilities in economic systems and
United

Nations has raised concerns that the

communication strategies. The
pandemic will reverse decades of progress in
poverty reduction and increase inequality
within and between countries, severely
affecting prospects for industrialization in
developing nations. The interconnected
nature of the 17 SDGs means that the
pandemic's adverse impacts are widespread,
revealing flaws in global systems such as
mass poverty, poor health infrastructure, lack
insufficient

of education, and global

cooperation. The economic repercussions

include significant job losses, reduced
incomes, and increased poverty, while
sociolinguistic challenges have resulted in
ineffective communication, particularly in
linguistically diverse communities, leading to
misinformation and non-compliance with
health measures. These combined economic
and sociolinguistic challenges present
substantial barriers to achieving the 2030

Agenda for Sustainable Development.

Specifically, the pandemic has severely
impacted key SDGs such as No Poverty
(SDG 1) and Zero Hunger (SDG 2), with
lockdowns and movement restrictions
worsening socio-economic conditions in
low- and middle-income countries, leading to
malnutrition and increased poverty. Essential
workers have become more valued, creating
opportunities for improved wages and
working conditions, while job losses in non-
essential sectors have driven innovation and
new income-generating avenues. Good
Health and Well-being (SDG 3) has been
jeopardized by overwhelmed healthcare
systems and language barriers in
communicating health information. Quality
Education (SDG 4) has suffered from school
closures, highlighting inequalities in access
to technology and internet for remote
learning. Clean Water and Sanitation (SDG

6) issues have become more prominent, with
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handwashing and sanitization becoming
crucial in combating the virus. Finally, the
pandemic has underscored the importance of
reducing inequality (SDG 10), as socio-
economic and linguistic disparities have
widened. Addressing these challenges
requires integrated approaches that promote
resilient economic systems and inclusive
communication strategies, essential for
sustainable

progressing towards

development in the post-pandemic era.

6. Conclusion, Policy Implications and

Recommendations

In this study, we examined the economic and
sociolinguistic responses of regions and
countries to the COVID-19 pandemic and
their potential impacts on global sustainable
development goals. Through historical and
situational analyses focusing on SDGs 1, 2,
3, 4, 5 and 10—related to poverty
alleviation, hunger eradication, health
improvement, education quality, sanitation
provision, and inequality reduction—we
found that the pandemic has introduced
unprecedented uncertainty, significantly
hindering progress towards these goals.
However, amidst these challenges, there are

unforeseen opportunities akin to a "blessing-

in-disguise™ scenario. Drawing parallels with
historical pandemics like the Black Death,
the COVID-19 crisis has spurred innovations
in healthcare delivery, language policies,
education strategies, and socioeconomic
inequalities, offering pathways towards
achieving the broader SDGs by 2030.

As the world navigates through this crisis and
aims to rebuild global prosperity, it is
imperative ~ to  prioritize  addressing
underlying socioeconomic factors through
the SDGs. Despite setbacks in some areas,
our resources should be mobilized to
intensify efforts towards a resilient recovery
during this Decade of Action. Effective
collaboration among world leaders from both
developed and developing economies is
crucial, alongside coordinated monetary,
fiscal, and trade policies. The study
recommends international financial
institutions consider debt relief and fiscal
space expansion for developing countries,
focused investments in infrastructure,
healthcare, education, and small businesses.
Furthermore, fostering transparency,
accountability, and community engagement
in strategic planning is essential, along with
supporting vaccine development, promoting
impact investing, and advancing digital

transformation across formal and informal
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sectors to ensure sustainable development

and resilience against future disruptions.
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